STATE INFORMATION COMMISSION, PUNJAB
SCO No. 84-85, Sector 17-C, CHANDIGARH, Ph. No. 0172-4630054

Visit us @ www.infocommpunjab.com
Harmesh Bhalla,

House No. 18-C, Phase-2,

Urban Estate, Patiala.


                 


       ……Complainant

Vs
1.
Public Information Officer,


O/o DPI (SE), 
Punjab, Chandigarh.

2.
Public Information Officer,

O/o Secretary Education,

Mini Secretariat, Sector-9, Chandigarh.

                   ….…Respondent
CC No. 1426 of 2010

ORDER

-----


This case was heard on 31.05.2010 and order for provision of information reserved.

2.

The Complainant, Ms Harmesh Bhalla, filed her request for information on 14.09.2009 with the Principal Secretary, Education, Punjab. The information demanded is regarding outcome of the personal hearings the Principal Secretary gave to the Complainant on 16.05.2007 and 06.06.2007 in connection with CWP-16455/2006.

3.

The Respondent, Principal Secretary, Education, transferred her application for request under Section 6 (3) (i) to the Director Public Instructions (DPI) on 20.11.2009. A copy of this was endorsed to the Complainant.

4.

The office of DPI on 22.12.2009 informed the Complainant that demanded information is held by the Principal Secretary, Education, and can be obtained from there against payment.

5.

Aggrieved with the unsatisfactory response of the two Respondents, i.e. Principal Secretary, Education and DPI, the Complainant filed a complaint with the Commission on 09.03. 2010.

6.

A perusal of the file reveals that Complainant’s request for information is being shuttled between the two Respondents, Principal Secretary, Education and DPI. The internal correspondence between the two Respondents, copies of which are on record , is of no concern and consequence to the Complainant, who has not been given any information in the past 08 months. 
7.

Accordingly, the PIO, office of Principal Secretary Education, was directed to furnish the requisite information and be personally present at the next date of hearing, 31.05.2010. 
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8.

On 31.05.2010, Ms Jeet Kaur, Superintendent-cum-PIO, who, appeared wanted more time to provide the information which she said is available in Education Branch 2 of the office of Principal Secretary, Education.  
9.

Ms. Jeet Kaur said, she was appointed PIO in January, 2010.  Prior to her Superintendent, Mr. Balwant Singh was the PIO, who has since been transferred in the same capacity to Issue Branch, 9th Floor (Hall), Punjab Civil Secretariat, Chandigarh.
10.

In view of facts of the case, the two PIOs Mr. Balwant Singh and Ms. Jeet Kaur will show cause  under Section 20(1) through their respective affidavits to be submitted at the earliest but not later than 05.07.2010, as to-- 

1. Why information has been delayed?

2. Why penalty not be imposed upon them for delay/denial of information?

3. Why compensation not be awarded to the Complainant for the detriment she has suffered?
11.

In addition to the written reply, the PIOs are also, hereby, given an opportunity under Section 20(1) proviso thereto for a personal hearing before the imposition of such penalty on the next date of hearing.  They may take note that in case they do not file their respective written replies and do not avail themselves of the opportunity of personal hearing on the next date (12.07.2010), it will be presumed that they have nothing to say and the Commission shall proceed to take further proceedings against them ex-parte.
12.

The PIO, Ms Jeet Kaur is also directed to supply the requisite information, as per record, duly attested, to the Complainant not later than 05.07.2010. She will also make available a copy of this order to Mr. Balwant Singh. 
13.

The PIO, office of DPI (SE) is exempted from appearance in the present case.
The case is adjourned to 12.07.2010 (Monday), in Court No. 1, SCO No. 84-85, Sector 17-C, Chandigarh, at 11 AM for further proceedings.

Announced in the hearing. 



Copies of the order be sent to the parties and to PIO, Ms. Jeet Kaur, PIO-cum-Superintendent, Secretary, Education, Punjab and Mr. Balwant Singh, Superintendent, Issue Branch, 9th Floor (Hall), Punjab Civil Secretariat, Chandigarh.
Chandigarh,




                                     (P. P. S. Gill)

Dated, June 18, 2010
                          
                      State Information Commissioner
cc:
1.
Ms. Jeet Kaur, PIO, Secretary, Education, Punjab, Branch-6, 2nd Floor, 
Room No. 215, Mini Secretariat, Sector 9, Chandigarh.

2.
Mr. Balwant Singh, Superintendent,
Issue Branch, 9th Floor (Hall), Punjab Civil Secretariat Chandigarh.
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Jeet Singh,

S/o Sh. Puran Singh,

House No. 205, Patel Nagar,

Near Bibi Wala Chowk

Bathinda 151001.




                               ……Complainant

Vs

Public Information Officer,

O/o Director Public Instructions (SE),

Punjab, Chandigarh.

 


 
                   ….…Respondent
CC No. 1541 of 2010
   



               ORDER

Present:
Complainant, Mr. Jeet Singh, in person.

Asstt. Director, Mr. Yashpal Manvi and Mr. Baljeet Singh, Sr. Asstt., for the Respondent.
-----



The information stands supplied to the satisfaction of the Complainant.


Therefore, the case is disposed of and closed.



Announced in the hearing. 



Copies of the order be sent to the parties.       

Chandigarh,




                                     (P. P. S. Gill)

Dated, June 18, 2010


                       
          State Information Commissioner
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Jeet Singh,

S/o Sh. Puran Singh,

House No. 205, Patel Nagar,

Near Bibi Wala Chowk

Bathinda 151001.




                               ……Complainant

Vs

Public Information Officer,

O/o Director Public Instructions (SE),

Punjab, Chandigarh.

 


 
                   ….…Respondent
CC No. 1542 of 2010
   



               ORDER

Present:
Complainant, Mr. Jeet Singh, in person.

Asstt. Director, Mr. Yashpal Manvi and Mr. Baljeet Singh, Sr. Asstt., for the Respondent.
-----



The Respondent says that information on point No. 5 and 6 is readily available in the office and will be duly sent to the Complainant, not later than 22.06.2010 (Tuesday), through registered post.
2.

The Respondent is directed to do the same and send the covering letter of the same to the Commission.  The Complainant has no objection, if the case is closed.  



Therefore, the case is disposed of and closed.



Announced in the hearing. 



Copies of the order be sent to the parties.       

Chandigarh,




                                     (P. P. S. Gill)

Dated, June 18, 2010


                       
          State Information Commissioner
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Sandeepika Malhotra (a Blind),

W/o Sh. Subhash Malhotra, 

House No. 609/7L,

St. No. 5, Sham Nagar, Ludhiana 141001.

                               ……Complainant

Vs

Public Information Officer,

O/o Secretary (Higher Education),

Mini Secretariat, Punjab.



          
                    ……Respondent

CC No. 1641 of 2010
   



               ORDER

Present:
Representative, Lt Col Naresh Ghai, for the Complainant.
Ms. Raman Kalia, Sr, Asstt., O/o DPI (C), Punjab.
-----



Lt Col Naresh Ghai has appeared on the behalf of the Complainant, Ms. Sandeepika Malhotra and authority for the same is taken on record.

2.

In compliance with the order dated 28.05.2010, a copy of the memo No. 10/22-98-S dated 1st August 2001 is handed over to the representative of the Complainant.  However, there are still several points left on which information is yet to be given.  The representative of the Complainant hands over a copy of the original RTI application dated 21.08.2009 to the Respondent in my presence today. 

3.

The Respondent PIO is directed to provide point-wise information on all the points mentioned at Sr. No. 2, 3 and 4, before the next date of hearing, duly attested and endorse a copy of the forwarding letter of the same to the Commission.
4.

The representative of the Complainant says that the unfortunate part is that though the Complainant in this case is blind, even the Respondent department has acted blindly and delayed the supply of the information beyond the stipulated period as per RTI Act, 2005.



The case is adjourned to 09.07.2010 (Friday), in Court No. 1, SCO No. 84-85, Sector 17-C, Chandigarh at 2.00 PM.


Announced in the hearing. 



Copies of the order be sent to the parties.       

Chandigarh,




                                     (P. P. S. Gill)

Dated, June 18, 2010


                       
          State Information Commissioner
cc:
PIO, O/o DPI (C), Punjab, Chd.
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Sanyukta Kumari,

81-D, Kitchlu Nagar,

Ludhiana.

                            



       ……Complainant

Vs

Public Information Officer,

O/o Secretary (SE),

Mini Secretariat, Punjab.



          
                    ……Respondent
CC No. 1667 of 2010
   



               ORDER

Present:
None for the Complainant.

PIO, Mr. Harbhajan Singh, in person and Ms. Rajbir Kaur, Sr. Asstt.
-----



In compliance with the order dated 28.05.2010, Respondent submits a copy of the order/notification dated 28.10.1998.  The same is taken on record.  The Respondent is directed to send this information under registered cover to the Complainant, not later than 23.06.2010 (Wednesday).


With this, the case is disposed of and closed.


Announced in the hearing. 



Copies of the order be sent to the parties.       

Chandigarh,




                                     (P. P. S. Gill)

Dated, June 18, 2010


                       
          State Information Commissioner
